
TINATSAFA

ESSAYS

GENERALWRITINGTIPS

 Readthetopiccarefullyandthinkofeverythingthatisrelatedto
thetopic.

 DecidetheTYPEofwritingyouhavetowrite,theTONE(Formal,
Informal)andyourAUDIENCE.

 Organiseyourthoughtsandwriteideasinbullets(ifitishelpful).
 Remembertoprovideexamplesanddetailstosupporteachmain

idea.
 Readeachparagraphbeforeyoumoveontothenextandcorrect

misspellingsand mistakesinpunctuation.Iftime,reread your
paperwhenyouhavefinished.

 BASICIDEA:DecidewhattoTellthem.
Tellthem.
Tellthem whatyoutoldthem.

CONVENTIONSOFACADEMICWRITING

 singlewordsarepreferabletophrasalwords(e.g.tolerateispreferred
toputupwith)

 contractions(e.g.isn’t,hasn't)shouldbeavoided
 anoverlypersonaltoneisinappropriateinanacademicessay
 preferusingthepronoun“one”inplaceof“you”whenspeakingin
 generalterms(e.g.Oneshouldneverunderestimateachild’spotential.)
 academic essays should maintain a certain levelof formality

consistentlythroughout
 trytousegrammaticalphenomena(passivevoice,conditionals)
 findsynonymstothevocabulary(good=beneficial,negative=drawback)
 useLINKERSappropriately.



OPINIONESSAY

Introduction Restatethetopicasageneralissuethatneedstobe
addressed.
StateyourOPINION.

MainBody

1stVERSION

Supportonlyyouropinion.

2§1staspectoftheissue.
Startwithacleartopicsentence.
Useappropriateliners.Useappropriatelinkers.

3§2ndaspectoftheissue.
Startwithacleartopicsentence.
Useappropriatelinkers.

*Youshoulduseanexampleineitherofthetwo
paragraphs.

MainBody

2ndVersion
MentiontheOPPOSING
view

2§Youropinion.
Startwithacleartopicsentence.
Useappropriatelinkers.

3§Theopposingview.
Analysetheopposingviewandexplain.

*Youshoulduseanexampleineitherofthetwo
paragraphs.

Conclusion Summariseyourview.
Leavethereaderswithathought-provokingidea.



FOR&AGAINSTESSAY

Introduction Restatethetopicasageneralissuethatneedstobe
addressed. (DoNOTstateyouropinionhere)

MainBody 2§Negativeaspectsoftheissue.
Startwithacleartopicsentence.
Useappropriatelinkers.

3§Positiveaspectsoftheissue.
Startwithacleartopicsentence.
Useappropriatelinkers.

*Youshoulduseanexamplein(bothor)eitherofthe
twoparagraphs.

Conclusion Repeatthetwoaspectsandexpressyouropinion.
(Consideringalltheabove,itisclearthat…outweigh
the…)



PROBLEM SOLVINGESSAY

Introduction Restatethetopicasageneralissuethatneedstobe
addressed.
Mentiontheproblem andthattherearesolutions.

MainBody

1stVERSION

2§Analysetheproblem:Aspectsoftheproblem and
negativeconsequences.

3,4§Providethesolutions.
Breakitinto2or3paragraphs.
Eachparagraphisdevotedtoonesolution.
Showhowthingswillbebetterifyouputthissolution
intopractice.

MainBody

2ndVERSION

2§ 1staspectoftheproblem anditsnegative
consequences.
Possiblesolutionsanditspositiveresults.

3§2ndaspectoftheproblem anditsnegative
consequences.
Possiblesolutionsanditspositiveresults.

4§Repeatthesamepatternifitisnecessary.

Conclusion Expresstheconfidencethatifthesolutionsare
implementedtheproblem willbesolved.Giveageneral
(positive)messagetothereader.



NARRATIVE/DESCRIPTIVEESSAY

Introduction Restatethetopicasageneralissuethatneedstobeaddressed.

MainBody 2§Approachthetopicasageneralissue.

3,4§Narrateyourpersonalexample.Breakitinto2or3
paragraphs.Beforethemainevent–Afterthemain

event.

Conclusion Discussthegeneralinfluenceofthisspecificevent.


